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PREFACE. 


S the following work may probably fall into 
the hands of ſome perſons who have not 
teen the Declaration which gave riſe to it, it will 
be neceſſary to re- publiſh it, that they may be bet- 
ter able to judge of both. And however harmleſs 
that paper may ſeem in itſelf; yet I have no doubt 
but every impartial reader, when acquainted with 
the whole buſineſs, will acknowledge the neceſſity 
of replying to it. | | 
Many perſons who ſigned it have beſtowed un- 
limited abuſe on thoſe who did not cus th 
were as black as they had been repreſented, Ge) 
otherwiſe I had moſt probably treated ſuch a piece 
of nonſenſe with that ſilent contempt it deſerved. 
But as no one elſe hath attempted a vindication of 
thoſe who have been fo groſsly inſulted, T have 
ventured to do it, as far as my feeble abilities 
would permit. How far my intention has ſuc- 
ceeded, I ſhall leave to the deciſion of the public. 
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Extraf from the Declaration fa Meeting of the 
«« Inhabitants of" the Town and Neighbourhood of 
«© Sheffield, held at the Cutlers-Hall on the 31ft of 
December, 1792, to conſider of the mode of de- 
„ claring their firm and inviolalle attachment to 
« the excellent form of government, by aa rg 
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PREFACE. 


„% nd Commons, under which they have the pecus 

% har happineſs to live. 

« We hereby freely and fincetely profeſs and 
declare our mo faichful, loyal, and inviolable at- 
tachment to his tajeſty”s: perſon and pdvernment; 
and our determined reſolution, with our moſt zea- 
lous and vigilant exertions, to defend, ſupport, 
and preſerve the moſt excellent conſtitution of this 
kingdom, ſettled and eſtabliſned on the principles 
aſſerted and confirmed at the glorious and happy 
Revolution in 1688 ; adapted by the act of ſettle- 
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F all the various means mankind make uſc 
of to provoke and irritate the minds of” ng | 

KA that of 4; Hing. for no other reaſon than a 
difference of opinion, ſeems the moſt abſurd and 
inexcuſable. The force of this remark. i is fog 
evinced by. the many calumaies indyftriouſly; 
circulated in general againſt thoſe, who have aſſo» : 
ciated for the purpoſe of obtaining a Parliamentary 
Reform, but more particularly i in this 1 place. J 
though Slander is a poiſon which welke 
unſeen, and where the eye cannot trace, yet np 
operations are nevertheleſs too frequently ſucceſs . 
ful, and may in the courſe of time effect the ruin 
of thoſe who are the objects of it. 


But that which more immediately gave riſe to 
the preſent reflections, was the paper alluded to 
in the preface to this work ; the purport of which 
(as ſignified by the chairman) was to we off the 
odium which has been thrown on the totem: which 
odium the advocates of State-abuſes charge upon 
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what difference it would make to a great 
wr our induſtrious poor (ſetting afide the tria 
by ja, 5 whether they lived under our Govern- 
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noble Bike to ſome 7 5 13 on the motion 
for abolithing the Slave- Trade: * That they were 

en for than many of the poor in thi 


2-0 I As to the ſtate ef thoſe miſerable 


Wretches, it is well known, from the evidence 
Ziveib kr e Houſe of Commons,” to need any far- 
ther comment. But that the poor of this country 
ſhobld be told they are à free and happy people. 
and at the fame time that. the flaves in the Indies 
are better provided for than they, is the moſt pa- 
radoꝝxical piece of impudence that could poſſibly 
be. made uſe; of, 3 for the maſt illite- 


a reſent. 
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how The only thing in vhich we'can'tonfide, 
mult be in our own exertions: : theſe" Will tio t Fae: 
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a nt inv Nen attachmeoit to bis mist Tip en and 
government. Now ſuppoſe, for imſtanoè, his ma- 
jeſty was to act in the ſame arbitrary "manner as 
James H. Lasathere is no condition or proviſs As 
gainſt it, what muſt be the conſequencè if the 
people found. the fame meaſures neceſſaryũ Some 
would prefer the intcreſt and happineſs of eight 
millions to that of one man, and the feſt; would 
probably ſacrifice their country to avoid what they 
would imagine the crime of perjury. Th ſubjects 
of James II. teemed with loyalty and attachment 
before his abdication, and declared they would 
riſk their lives and fortunes in defence of has ſacred 
perſon and government ; but when, the hour; of 
danger arrived, it was every man for himfelt;, bg 
is ah old, but juſt obſervation, ; that the quickeſt 
promiſers are often the floweſt performers : 12 
unleſ his majeſty gives more reaſon f af 
tion than he has hitherto done, I bellen he: a 
find his beſt friends among thoſe” who have made 
nd promiſes a at all, had he occaſion t try, them... 


But if, we pyt the moſ frnourableicabfirntith 
upon, it, /it dogs not correſpond with dr princi- 
ples. What we want is an equal. re preſentation of 


the people, and that "choice to be Mlle annually. 
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Bend We exiſted from the time m_ Alfred 
to Henry VI. und as but one of them remained at 
the Revolution of 1688 (the time it refers to), we 
can hade not union, ſhort of a very unnatural one, 
with ir: Allowing we had no proof of this right 
exiſting eat that or any other time, we need not 
ſeateh iti old rolls or muſty parchments to find it : 
we have a better claim ;---the right of Nature, 
Which is the gift of God. And as we arc no 
longer. i in; 3 of this right, it is a clear caſe 
hah e mult either have becn tricked or robbed of 
ta and though the robbers have been in long poſ- 
fon. itdocs not Brengrhen! their claimor weaken 
ofs. They obtained. it by force, we will regain 
it 7 real: n: for our arms are Reaſon, and our 
ace Teach, Wi ith theſe we, will fight, till we 
r 
Suppoſe, for W 5 every town in the 
nail (orgs improperly called, the three king- 
doms-<+for-it:has;longibeen found out that nations 
argichatithe property of kings) continued to walk 
inthe fark paths of ignorance and ſuperſtition, 
and ehroſe io male a pablie declaration of it, no 
I Ecapabls' of” judging betwixt right and wrong 
Wau Wen upon it ocherwiſe than 4 declaration 
of their folly, an therefore excite his pi pit): or pro- 
rope Ant fit it "Br Vie piirpole e \millcad- 
- Ingrathersy: would; merit mpt; Wben I 
„NI . L l W en IA. but when | 
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but_none Dre ſo falutuy, as this; and ag Shun 
ch anincpt:ſeryices, hg. was re and ayigh 
the hopgur, of Knighthogl Should theypramgjess 
of. Abe preſent addreſſes be actuated hy the fame 
wet, with che me rewards hath 
e Alete wille Such for 
Minna Don Q,üe. 4 KB 
c the Nah- Sheet? Wechtl of 
acdlctetaiation! t fn cat“ —— 
(meaning thoſe of the rift e ebe ten 
Bago RRd chat e, weuldaliggin in 
N Wee ef ben the 


Eels ati ia. 
TE $4 Botha Bibo ni f fling 1 henews, 


4 refuſe 


(12 ) 


reſuſe it, It has been applied for both in pence 
and Wan, but the time was unfeaſonable: ſort 
there be a proper time, it muſt be now, e 
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T Ibey talk of, inters uf and reaſonable demands. 
either thew that we do, or leave room to ſuſpect 
that gentleman' $. veraCity. in ſaying their intereſts 


FT, inſeparable. from; ours. 


That day's buſineſs brings to my recollection 
e ere of the chairman, to appeaſe what 
he ſuppoſed the people's rage or anger. Another 
excuſed himſelf for being preſent, becauſe he 
thought che peace of the town endangered; which 
ſhews how little they knew of the diſpoſitions of 
the people. It is not in the power of any one of 
them to point out either the time or place where 
che friends to a reform have manifeſted ſigns af 
| outrage; or atiy thing elſe which might endanger 
the pedce f th town. Then why make uſe of 
uch imptitations againſt thoſe who are e vally, if 
8 0 peaceably diſpoſed,” than \themſdlve es? 
| ey att ſtimulated by a more noble impulſe than 

hier eee for, e long e endured the gal- 
ling yak" "oppreſſion, each countenance now 
diſpt ſenſations of their hearts, which 
i at ink pleaſing es of relief. 


0 Ae ther paper has Mor wagle; i its appearance, 
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recommending to the reforming ſocieties © {fr 
* obſervance of the laws, and a/ peaceable tmc 
Had the author of that paper done them Juſtice, 
he would not only have applauded them fora ſtrict 
obſervance of all thoſe things, but have rem 
mended their conduct as an example worthy, the 
imitation of their enemies. 


As to his diſapprobation of public rejaicinge tdi 
proceſſions, I diſapprove them as much as he or any 
one. But why. does he not point his arrows 
where they more immediately apply? againſt ſuck - 
as are . continually ſtirring up the people to that 
mean and pitiful cuſtom of burning the effigy of 
Mr. Pal x, that great philanthropiſt and lumia 
nary of the preſent age, for doctrines they are ut19 
able to refute, and which many of them have not 
read. Theſe cuſtoms, which are in themſelves 
not only low and brutiſh, but indicate a thirft for 
blood, cannot be too ſeverely reprobated ; and L al⸗ 
moſt tremble for thoſe who have ſet the example, 
when the people who have been. miſled, find: out 
the trick that has been played upon them. If he 
alludes to the rejoicings and proceſſon.at the: ſugs 
ceſs of the French arms over a gang of rufhiang 
who deſi igned to rob and murder them, he ſhould | 
remember it has. long been the cuſtom-in different 
parts of Europe td rejoice, on fimnilar! oocaſions, 
when their blood-hounds' have heen ſent but for 
the ſame purpoſe; ; and, afteg, butchering thouſands 
of 
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.of their fellow creatures, even inſult that. God 


. whom, t hey pretend to ſerve,, by offering up Pry 
ers and. thankff if 


givings for ſuch victories, a5, 
Tage an; the ſhedding of human, blogds. ang 
though he may ſuffer them for a time, wer. for all 
theſe things. gal le arenged. ſaith the Lord. 


the PFretich have done wrong in making a 
WKRevokition (that is, in overtuming one 'govern- 
ment, and eſtabliſhing another in its room). he 
Hhoutd recdHe&thit-we have long ſtood guilty bf 
d fare crime; ard if it be wrong in the poor to 
make public rejoicings, as it were the rich whio 
frſt brought up the cuſtom, they ſhould be the 
firſt to ſer the example of aboliſhing it it, 


- © With reſpect to our much boaſted mens 
ay is it not dragged forth from its hiding-place, 
and laid open for public inſpection? Is it ſome- 
thing facred, which ought not to be expoſed to 
the vulgar eye? or is: it ſo defective, aud enveloped 
in myſtery, that it will not bear the examination 
of day-light? And if it be good in theory. Nh 
is it not put in practice? A conſtitution which 
has not a majority of the people for its conſtitu- 
ent authority, is nothing leſs than a fraudulent de- 
aaption, and a barefaced impoſition, exerciſes. by 
the one party over the other, who, are in no better 
undition that of a ſlayiſſi ſubmiſſion to the wills 
<andicapricious laws of the reſt. Vet they tell us 


me ama free people, and that we enjoy perfect li- 
5 f f ; ar wy berty. 
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berty. But in what do we enjoy either FF,;{1It is 
true we have the liberty to work ſo,have the ſlaves 
in the Indies, otherwiſe they: would -be:of-ne uſe 
to the owners. We have alſo the libertyr of peti- 
tioning thoſe who have an intereſt inqujecting our 
petitions. And then (if. we axe not. ſatisfied}, we 
have ſometimes -the free liberty. of tranſporting 


ourſclves into another country. © 4457] 


As all governments, which are what they ought 
to be, are inſtituted for the protection ad Happi- 
neſs of the governed, as well as to protriote Virtue 
and reſtrain vice, It naturally follows: that they ad 
be veſted with no legal power of controut over cis 
ther our words or deeds, except ſuch as dend to 
inflame or ſtir up the minds of others to 40 40 
of violence or injuſtice; conſequently they k have 
no right to reſtrain the exerciſing faculty of thought 
---This is an inherent right, implanted in mπn by 
the all-· wiſe ſupreme Author of our beingo Then 
than ag A I to have. this in- 

wWualuable 


0: Tue Duke of Richmond, in à letter to W. 8755 a, i . 
High-Sheriff of Suſſex, Jan. 178g; ſaid, that his lontiments 
formed on the experience of 26 ears; which, w hang in or out. 


of government; had equally convinced Aim e ation of 2 


genuine Houſe of Commons was, the only; rem 5 e 
{yſtem of corruption which had brought the nation to di 


ace 
poverty, and ttirgatened it with the Joſs — 1 
— art of the nation diſ reg rae of N 
and nd p their lives and Hberties 8475 IT. aa 5 5 | 


the foal boroughs were eithet become rhe Fes 7 
dividuals, or were notoriouſly * eee r: . A 
the counties and great cities were in ae TH erat mals 


of the people, frrallawed up in the Age torruption. 1 65) 0 
# Some of our law-makers have to call Truth a libel, , and 
others 
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rallable bleſſing wreſted from them by any man 

oi ſet of men? No. Nature revolts at the idea. 

Tis a ſubverſion of the facred principle on which 
is founded, and repugnant to the divine will of 

the Majeſty. of Heaven. 


We are continually peſtered with inflammators 
papers, charging us with being republicans and I 
vnllerr. Could thoſe infatuated wretches foreſec 
theirewit tendency,” they would ceaſe of them- 
{clvess for the voice of Reaſon mult prevail, and 
that ere long; when they may have cauſe to re- 
pent of their temerity, by inculcating notions a- 
mong the lower claſs, of people which otherwiſe 
would not have been thought of. Has an equal 
dixifien of private property taken place either in 
America or France? or are thoſe principles re- 
TER commended 
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8 8 that the rich and poor are equally amenable to the laws 
of this country. . But it requires very little judgment to diſcover, 
ey ability to prove, the fallacy of both theſe aſſertions. 

Mr, Fox ſaid, in the Houſe of Commons, that there was not 
** Ghgt aſſertion in his majeſty's ſpeech that was not falſe; not 
— ee was not unfounded.” The refult of which 
3 evi ent—that one of their ſpeeches muſt be ſo. Now if a poor 
man gives! a/ falſe evidence in a coutt of juſtice, he is tried; and, 
e (which generally follows for want of money), is put in 

pi lors. Yet the evidence given by thoſe two gentlemen, and 
Bebe ren court · in the nation, was no more noticed by the in- 
rruptible judges of that tribi nal, than if each or both their teſti- 
monies Had heen true. Now as we have a law which when put in 
force is ſo degradin Jotheſe who, tell lies, would it not be both 
abſurd ind Adieut to ſubjeft thoſe who tell the _ bo the 
ta heavy fine, or a long impriſonmen we 
ar by ch Hen as theſe, well = we ay, From tho 
hands ef ſuch iwe-nakers, good Lord, deliver us“ 


g 22.) 


commended, either by Mr. Pais, 3 HY bole 
writer who has laid down a plan of ref or 
arc they inculcated by any of the Z6cietith for 
Conftitutional Information? 1 challenge any one 
of the whole tribe of paraſites and panders tu fu 
ſtantiate ſuch a charge. Then what good end can 
the doctrines of theſe lying prophets.anſwer? Like 
a miſt. that obſcures the ſun, they may canceal. the 
truth for a time; but, ſuch is the irreſſſtable force 


of both when once they begin to dawn, that, as 


an impetuous torrent, they bear down all before 


| the v. 1. . dug men 

Like the baſeleſs fabric of a vita, E * 

- Leave not a wreck behind! TG Treat 
* 1 


It is true we gave our public approbation of 
Mr. Paine's writings, as having derived morektiow- 
ledge from them than from thoſe of any other au- 
thor on the ſubject: and ſo far am I from chang- 
ing my opinion, that I wiſh they were univerſal 
as the Bible, and both better underſtood beiin 
beſt calculated to remove that political bandage of 
ignorance and ſuperſtition which has for ſo many 
ages held the people of this country in darkneſs. 
And, notwithſtanding they have beenrcondemned 
by a jury they will ſtill retain the tribute of 
brance from every true patriot nd 
his name tranſmitted with reverence to future ages. | 
But to is 1 and * in practice 
ancttier * + | ., ny: Thoſe 

For the maths by which juries — 


to the Addreffers, 
| D 
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Thoſa who charge us With the levelling ſy ſtem 

are our yileſt enemies, and moſt beneath our no- 
tice : ſoraſ conſeious of iheir on inability to an- 
ſwwer us by wxgument, they have recourſe to pitiful 
inyectiye, to reduce us to a level with themſelves. 
The only leyellers who have made their appear- 
ance are ſuch. as call themſelves Chutch and King 
Folks, Royal True Blues. &c. at Birmingham, 
Mancheſter, Cambridge, and elſewhere; who are 
not content with plunder, but deſtroy the habitati- 
ons of their peaceable nel ghbours, for a difference 
of opinion in Religion or, Politics. Theſe are the 
levellers ; and why have,ngt ſome of the aſſocia- 
tions for proſccuting ſuch people taken them into 
—_— or s 
There are others who blame us for meddling 

with buſineſs that does not concern us. They tell 
us, that they find work enough at home in the 
day, and at night they arę ready for bed ; and that 
we ought to do the ſame. This ſtory reminds me 
of the Swiniſh Multitude Mr. Burke alludes to, 
as he certainly meant to make a diſtinction be- 
twixt thoſe who think for themſelves and thoſe 
Who do not think at all; for the buſinęſs of ſwine 
is to eat, drink, and ſleep ; and thoſe, whichcare 
not otherwiſe provide for ill labpur in the day 
for food, and at night lie dawn to reſt ; and this 
way of life, which is paſt away in ſeeming ſatis- 
faction to them, is begun, continued, and ended, 
and, 


. 
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andy but ſor the! little tranſuctions of tl mall 
circle of their acquaintance, go out dF the World: 
equally wiſe as when they came in. But is this 
conſiſtent with the dignity or duty of A rational 
being 1 By no means. Man was born into the 
world for nobler purpoſes than to betom A beaſt 
of burden. But 1 pity, not inſult their debaſed 
condition [and only blame them for continually 
grunting at thoſe who willy to raiſe them from it. 
It is furpriſing that the gentlemen in this, and 
other manufacturing towns ſhould oppoſe, a. re- 
form in parliament, Do they fancy themſelves 
incompetent to the taſk ? or that their honeſty will 
not be proof againſt temptation > If ſo, their 
fears are groundleſs: for the well-known probity 
of all their commercial tranſactions contradicts the 
one; and as to the other, it would be too groſs an 
inſult to ſuppoſe any of them inferior to many of 
thoſe, inanimate figures that compoſe ſo great a 
part of our ſtate machine, whoſe only requiſite 
qualification, is the organ of ſight, that they may 
view the miniſter when he puts a queſtion. 


The principal part of our preſent grievances have 
ariſen from this ſource, 2/2. The want of a ſuffi- 
cient number of merchants and manufacturers in 
the Houſe, to preſerve the balance of power againſt 
the dealers in land. For what but this monopoly 
of landetl initereſt has raiſed the price of proviſions 
to its preſent enormous height? Had there been 


ſuch 
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. 1 have checked it, the Corn 
Add had ne der paſſed into n latr. . Andi if ſuch a 
power he duntf Ipeedily appointed, for aug we 
kagy, che may paſs another to doublet the: ur- 
theo if the exigences of ſucceeding times will en- 
able ud ad heart. Wii, bi «139799 Ao TOY 

-Ccrficder welk theft things,” ye Who pay divine 
adoration! at the ſhrine bf ariſtocratic gran ndetir f 
ve Wü fte yourfAves in the midſt bf plent iy 

and) abundance,” ſuffer the voice GPS 
plead in Wetilf of your much-appreffed fallow- 
conttryriveni; whole Heafts, inſtead err rg 
the effafons"bfighdac to the bountiful hand of 
PFrovidchee are teeming from hearts of NE 
thÞ aeltere ind Noe! 
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act 2hth,yoar of nigh of ek e. 

8 ela: Vetter 453 of - 2 means cuvres made 

uſe of by the rich to grind the poor, viz! That ie ſhalt from!” 
© henceforth be lawful to > Thee! the ſeveral ſorts of pot to ſell 28 


aer 1 a ap in gtanaries, whatever: che price thereof 51 
hat the ave rice of wheat ſhall be 445. per guarter, | 
Oath 1s and when $4065 chit — A | 


: 206) Bagley 
E 38. in Fae 22 65 5 oats * 2 hat we 


2 - foll 
** Horn ta he Farritd from n. byt give 46 much 
1 on every * into the bargain. Now if it be lawful for | 
the landbulder to end away the corn / keep it np to his * 
men en ph ol, * you not only be made lawful for us to import 
3 4 1 down to the ſame ſtandard, Lt * the 
— — or fetching it as are given for taking it 
away. Haſtend ef which, we Nad i import it fr ice the follow- 
ing retro Whett, iF unde 50s. hs. hor ond oat 245. duty— 


1 onder 348. per quarter, 228. dry: under 255, 
1. reſt in 1 Ine 8540 


225, dury—the' r: 51 
ſhalf refer you to the act 2 "and leave N 9 ri and 
— rr to make his ow? cbninitits,” 
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This is 4 the moving tauſe — o many 
bankruptcies daily happening; and:if a femedy. 
be / not ſoon applied, the natiom will probablyſhare 
the ſamt fate it The means of preventing ſuch 
dire calamities are now in à great meaſure within 
your own power; and which, if neglected you 
may ſoon or late have cauſe to lament. Ihen you 
will be convinced that by oppoſing the 4 ol 
Reform you have been acting in direct oppoſition 
to your on intereſts. You all know the mis for- 
tunes which have lately; happened through, a revo- 
lution in one country q therefore it is out intereſt 
as well. as, duty to lend every aſſiſtance in you 
power towards preventing the neceſſity of one in 
this For be aſſured, that the more ſtrenuous the 
advocates of ſtate- abuſes are in oppoſition to thoſe 


who are only wiſhing to remove them, the more 
ſure and ſpeedy will that be Wwe about which 
they all fo much dread... . barg 


115 your with-to FRY — che Actions, afid K. 
eure the eſteem of your ſelow-townſmen, 7 call a 
meeting, requeſting all thofe to attend who. have 
cauſe to complain, and lay their grievances before 
YO Which You apuſt © convince them you will en. 

deavour 


7 Tr TIED 8 ago the eee paid half a million of 
raxes; at preſent, ſeventeen millions! So that where one y 
was paid at that time, there is 2s. 10d. paid at this; out of which 
near a million and a half is paid for the ſupport of one family; and 
a penſion · liſt is added of upwards of 107,400]. Reflect on this, ye 
royal worſhippers ! and then ſay, whether ſuch a ſyſtem of gavern- 
ment has been in a ſtate of improvement or degeneracy ? 


(22) 

deavour to redreſs. Theſe are the principal cauſes 
why the poor in this town are more diſcontented 
than in many others. But hear them patiently ; 
and ſuffer not any moch gener) to come to hiſs, or 

ſtare them out of countenance (as has been the 
caſe); nor even admit them, unleſs they will ob- 
ſerve the rules of decency and good, manners. 
Theſe are the people wha have been moſt inſtru- 
mental in cauſing that miſunderſtanding which has 
0 long exiſted bet wixt you and the working peo- 
ple. By this means you will do good with your 
meetings; and by a fair and candid inveſtigation 
L haye no doubt but a perfect reconciliation will 
be the conſequence: for a completion of which, 
and a eee thereof, is the fincere wiſh of 
es oed ni t lu | 


Let us s chen 8 my gende, in IR beſt 
of cauſes - and when we have obtained our long- 
loſt rights (annual election, univerſal ſuffrage, and 
the expulſion of all placemen and penſioners from 
the Houſe of Commons), we ſhall effectually tear 
up the monſter Oppreſſion by the roots. The 
Britiſh tree of liberty will then appear in its priſ- 
tine and the fruit, of WIR, we have heard 
ſo much and taſted ſo little, will be brought te 
perfection; and every Briton receive his due pro- 
portion. Then, if we find it good and whole- 
ſome, we will cheriſh the tree for the ſake of its 
fruit, regardleſs of what may be the product of that 
lately e in . or any other country. 
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